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DETAILED ACTION 



This Office Action is in response to the RGB filed on 12/19/2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5,7.8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Tsai 
et al. (6,308,667). 

Regarding claim 1 : Tsai discloses valve actuator for internal combustion engines 
(see figure 1), comprising at lease one electromagnet having coil and a magnetic plate 
whose movement controls the displacement of the valve (see figure 2), wherein the 
parameters of the electromagnet and of the plate are such that at least part of the 
magnetic circuit formed by the electromagnet and the plate is a state of magnetic 
saturation when the magnetic plate is in the proximity of the electromagnet, so as to 
minimize the force of attraction exerted on the plate and therefore its velocity, the 
parameters of the electromagnet and of the plate and the shape of the plate being such 
that the magnetic circuit is in the state of magnetic nonsaturation when the plate is 
located at a distance from the electromagnet, so as to maximize the force attraction 
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exerted on the plate and therefore to minimize the switching time wherein the plate has 
flat faces (see figures 2,3), 

Regarding claim 2: Tsai discloses the parameters are such that at least part of 
the magnetic circuit is in the state of magnetic saturation for an air gap between the 
plate and electromagnet of between 0 mm and at most 1 mm, in that Tsai's disclosure 
relate to the range of air gap that includes the first few millimeters which inherently 
include the first millimeter (see figure 3, column 4, 17 to 37). 

Regarding claim 3: Tsai discloses the parameters of the electromagnet and of 
the plate comprise parameters related to at least one of the shape, the dimensions of 
the plate, the nature of the material forming the plate and the body of the electromagnet 
and the intensity of the current flowing through the coil of the electromagnet (see figures 
2,3). 

Regarding claim 4: Tsai discloses the thickness of the plate is such that this plate 
is magnetically saturated in the proximity of the electromagnet (see figures 2,3). 

Regarding claim 5: Tsai discloses the magnetic plate has at least one contracted 
part intended to be saturated when this plate is located in the proximity of the 
electromagnet (see figures 2,3). 
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Regarding claim 7: Tsai discloses a regulator controlling the current in the 
electromagnet (see figure 7; column 5. line 65 to column 6. line 7). 

Regarding claim 8: Tsai discloses the internal combustion engine comprising at 
least one valve (see figure 1 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person liaving ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

• 4. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsai in 

view of Rookes et al. (5,992,821). 

Tsai discloses the claimed invention as recited above; however, fails to disclose 
the material forming the plate has a lower saturation threshold than the material forming 
the body of the electromagnet. 

However, Rookes teaches the material forming the plate has a lower saturation 
threshold than the material forming the body of the electromagnet (see abstract). 
Rookes further teaches that such arrangement improves the performance (see column 
2, lines 60 to 67). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Tsai's device by providing materials for the plate and the 
body of the electromagnet as taught by Rookes in order to improve the performance as 
taught by Rookes. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 9 to 17 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 1 0/1 8/2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

7. With regard to the claim limitation directed to "saturation": Tsai discloses the 
device feature that is attributed to "saturation" as discussed in applicant's disclosure 
(see figure 2 in light of applicant's disclosure paragraph 0036,0037 and see figure 3 in 
light of applicant's disclosure paragraph 0038). 

8. With regard to the functional recitations: Tsai discloses a device that is capable 
of performing the functions as discussed above. While features of an apparatus may be 
recited either structurally or functionally, claims directed to an apparatus must be 
distinguished from the prior art in terms of structure rather than function. In re Schreiber, 
128 F.3d 1473, 1477-78, 44 USPQ2d 1429,1431-32 (Fed. Cir. 1997) (The absence of a 
disclosure in a prior art reference relating to function did not defeat the Board's finding 
of anticipation of claimed apparatus because the limitations at issue were found to be 
inherent in the prior art reference); see also In re Swinehart, 439 F.2d 210, 212-13, 169 
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USPQ 226. 228-29 (CCPA 1971); In re Danly, 263 F.2cl 844, 847, 120 USPQ 528. 531 
(CCPA 1959). "[A]pparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device does." 
Hewlett-Packard Co. v. Bausch & Lomb Inc., 909 F.2d 1464, 1469. 15 USPQ2d 1525, 
1528 (Fed. Cir. 1990) (emphasis in original). 

9. With regard applicant's argument on page 6: Applicants argument, "when one 
compares figure 3 of Tsai and figure 4 of the present invention, one sees that for the 
significant air gap, the operation is the same in the case of the present invention", is 
irrelevant as long as it is not reflected in the claim language. 

10. With regard to applicant's argument on page 7: The primary reference discloses 
the claim language related to the "saturation" as recited above. The secondary 
reference is relied only for its teaching of the claimed material property. It is well known 
that the magnetic permeability describes the magnetic property of a material. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zelalem Eshete whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4860. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Denion can be reached on (571) 272-4859. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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